PUBLICATION :

EDITION

DATE

THE HINDU BUSINESS LINE (HBL)

H NEW DELHI

:  24™JUNE 2009, PAGENO. : /

Strengthen farm sector

he growth in agriculture sector is
crucial to maintaining the GDP
momentum. Agriculture income affects
the lives of nearly 700 million Indians

Higher prices security
will continue to be areas of concern for
the palicy-makers.

Faced with a decline in agriculture
productivity, irrigation prmblemi small

lmproved risk cover. The movementin
thisarea has been slow.

Rational management of the Mini-
mum Support Price mechanism —
both the amount and the timing — is
necessary to encourage crop diversifi-
cation while ensuring remunerative
prices to the farmers.

National schemes such as the NRE-
GA can be aligned to execute projects
which directly improve and assist in

land huld:ngs‘ and inued market

access issues for the farmer, several ini-

tiatives have to be streng-
ned.

Some of the important
areas which can be ad-
dressed are:

Increased role of the
Government in urgenty
building , i tructure
such as roads, power sup-
Ely, cold storage and ware-

ouses. The Public-Private
Partnership models have
to be made sufficiently at-
tractive to encourage widespread pri-
vate sector participation.

Rural credit availability continues to
remain a problem. Innovarions in bank-

agri activiti asimpr to
water bodies, and minor roads. Incen-
tive schemes are needed
to encourage building up
agriculture research and
extension activity on PPP
mode to facilitate last-
mile delivery of agronom-
ic knowledge to the farm-
ers.

A scheme to build a
cadre of trained and qual-
ified extension personnel
can be considered. Ade-
quate and timely availa-
bility of vital inputs such as fertilisers
and seeds must be ensured. Under-

rovision of fertiliser subsidies and de-
aved decision-making have been ma-

ing are needed to unchoke this major jor bottleneclsmﬂmpasr
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